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Warm
Greetings!
Our 2021-2022 Season is most definitely a Season to Celebrate! Please allow me to share just
a few of the many reasons a celebration is in order:
It is our 50th Anniversary! To celebrate, we’ve got an exciting season, which will be joyful and
healing for so many of us who look forward to a return to normalcy. I know I can speak for our
Music Director, Mélisse Brunet, and our talented musicians when I say they can’t wait to return to
NEPA and celebrate fifty years of making music!
After the pandemic hit our country with a vengeance, the fate of many American regional
orchestras looked dire. We are excited and grateful to say with a resounding voice, “We’re Back!”
We can finally celebrate Beethoven’s 250th birthday with an All-Beethoven Masterworks concert
featuring his popular Fifth Symphony and the Emperor Concerto performed by internationally
known pianist, Fei-Fei Dong.
We share anniversary celebrations with two of our chamber music hosts. The First Presbyterian
Church in Wilkes-Barre will be celebrating their 250th anniversary and Saint Luke’s Episcopal
Church will celebrate their 150th year of being in their beautiful church on Wyoming Avenue.

PNC Pops
MUSIC OF THE KNIGHTS

We proudly present a thrilling musical celebration of three
of Britain’s legendary songwriters. Sir Andrew Lloyd Webber,
Sir Elton John and Sir Paul McCartney are not only knights — they
also happen to be three of the most successful songwriters of all time, with
careers that span decades. “Music of the Knights®” honors their lasting musical
influence with songs like “Memory,” ”I Don’t Know How to Love Him,” ”Don’t
Cry for Me, Argentina,” ”The Phantom of the Opera,” ”Circle of Life,” ”Can
You Feel the Love Tonight,” ”Your Song,” ”Don’t Let the Sun Go Down on
Me,” ”Yesterday,” ”Hey Jude” and many more! Featuring a cast of New
York’s top Broadway stars, this dynamite show is the perfect way to
kick off our 50th Anniversary!
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 2021 | 8:00PM
F.M. Kirby Center, Wilkes-Barre

We celebrate YOU, our loyal patrons. You are the reason why we have made it to this
important milestone and you are the reason the Northeastern Pennsylvania Philharmonic
plays an important role in the cultural life of this region.
Throughout the season, we will notify you of several ways you can join in the celebration
by attending special receptions, supporting our outreach programs, and of course,
purchasing tickets!
Until then, uncork some champagne and raise your glasses to toast our
triumphant return to the concert halls. Let’s celebrate our Music Director
Mélisse Brunet, our talented musicians, Beethoven’s birthday, our gracious
chamber music hosts, our loyal patrons—and 50 years of performing live
symphonic music for our good friends in NEPA!

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

PNC Pops
HOLIDAY PERFORMANCES

Ring in the Holidays by enjoying the festive sounds of the
Philharmonic’s Holiday Concert featuring the Ballet Theater of
Scranton, the Choral Society of Northeastern PA, the Bloomsburg
University Concert Choir and a special visit from you-know-who!
This is a fun, family friendly concert that will get you into the spirit of
the most wonderful time of the year!
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2021 | 7:00PM

Scranton Cultural Center, Scranton

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2021 | 7:00PM

F.M. Kirby Center, Wilkes-Barre
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Masterworks

Chamber Series

CELEBRATING BEETHOVEN

Our March concert begins with Beethoven’s well-known Egmont Overture. This inspiring
work closes with a jubilant and mighty fanfare—the perfect way to celebrate
Beethoven’s 250th birthday!

CHAMBER 1: WOMEN’S WORK
Join us for the first concert of our 50th season with a program of musical
creations across two centuries by women composers. This program
celebrates the centennial of the passage of the 19th amendment.
Showcasing NEPP violinist Gabriel Schaff and pianist Melody Fader.

Fei-Fei Dong is the soloist for Beethoven’s stirring Emperor Piano Concerto.
Formerly a winner in the famous Van Cliburn competition, the Huffington
Post said this about her playing: “Dong’s unforgettable Beethoven
stretched the dimensions of the music’s time and space with
risk-taking rapture… It was illuminating, poetic Beethoven…”
Closing the concert is Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5, perhaps
one of his best-known compositions and one of the most
frequently played symphonies. It is widely considered one of
the cornerstones of western music.
• Beethoven, Egmont Overture
• Beethoven, Emperor Concerto, Fei-Fei Dong, pianist
• INTERMISSION
• Beethoven, Symphony No.5
SATURDAY, MARCH 12, 2022 | 8:00PM

Kirby Center for the Creative Arts, Wyoming Seminary
Upper School, Kingston

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2021 | 7:00PM

First Presbyterian Church, Wilkes-Barre

CHAMBER 2: ELEGANCE AND EMOTION
Enjoy the sublime and majestic Horn trio by Johannes
Brahms, a gem from the chamber music repertoire, along
with selections by other romantic composers with NEPP
principal horn Andrea Menousek and violinist Emily Frederick.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2021 | 7:00PM

WVIA, Pittston

CHAMBER 3: BEETHOVEN‘S BELATED BIRTHDAY BASH!
Celebrate Beethoven’s belated 250th birthday with his soul stirring G Major
String trio along with some surprise party guests! Featuring NEPP violinist Sasha
Margolis, violist David Creswell, and cellist Alberto Parrini, this concert
celebrates the 150th Anniversary of St. Luke’s current church on
Wyoming Avenue.
THURSDAY, MARCH 24, 2022 | 7:00PM

Saint Luke’s Episcopal Church, Scranton

CHAMBER 4: WINDSWEPT!

PNC Pops
JERRY HERMAN: THE
BROADWAY LEGACY CONCERT

Jerry Herman is a legendary composer/lyricist of the American Musical Theatre and one of
Broadway’s most beloved icons. From “Hello, Dolly” and “Mame” to “Mack and Mabel” and “La
Cage aux Folles,” Jerry Herman’s songs have lit up Broadway for decades with toe-tapping,
soul-stirring musical showstoppers. We’re excited to share his musical legacy with a new
generation of music lovers. Performed by a cast of New York’s top Broadway and concert stars,
this exciting show celebrates the songs and stories of one of the true giants of musical theatre.

We close our 50th season with dazzling fireworks of woodwind
flurries with members of the NEPP woodwind section performing
works by Samuel Barber, Valerie Coleman, and French masters.
This concert will also celebrate the 250th anniversary of the First
Presbyterian Church.
THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2022 | 7:00PM

First Presbyterian Church, Wilkes-Barre

FRIDAY, APRIL 8, 2022 | 8:00PM
Theater at North, Scranton
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Masterworks

Save Your Seats

CELEBRATING TCHAIKOVSKY

PICK A SUBSCRIPTION PACKAGE & SAVE

Opening this concert is one of Tchaikovsky’s best-loved works,
the Romeo and Juliet Overture. The piece’s famous love theme
has sunk into the world’s consciousness and is perhaps one of the
most recognizable melodies in the world.

While we have multiple performance venues, the seating levels for the Masterworks
Series, PNC Pops Series and Holiday performances are comparable. Please use this
theater map to determine your approximate seat location and price levels.

Alberto Parrini, the Philharmonic’s principal cellist, is the soloist in Tchaikovsky’s
Variations on a Rococo Theme. The work’s long lyrical melodies, virtuosic technical
passages and grandiose cadenzas are sure to amaze!

GUARANTEED SEATING

Closing the concert is Tchaikovsky’s glorious Symphony No. 5. Hear our
orchestra spotlighted in this powerful symphonic work!

TICKET DISCOUNTS

Take advantage of reduced Early Bird subscription
prices. Subscribers will also receive a 10% discount
on the purchase of additional tickets.

SATURDAY, MAY 7, 2022 | 8:00PM

People’s Security Theater at Lackawanna College, Scranton

SNEAK PEEKS

UPPER LEVEL

Enjoy your choice of premium seating for
all performances at discounted pricing.

FLEX TICKETING

Exchange your tickets prior to the performance
for an alternate hall or another performance.

Meet Mélie
OUR MUSIC DIRECTOR

The Music Director of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Philharmonic,
Mélisse Brunet, is quickly gaining attention on both sides of the
Atlantic as a “skilled and polished conductor with panache”
(ClevelandClassical.com). Ms. Brunet was one of the six
conductors selected for the 2018 Bruno Walter National
Conductor Preview of the League of American Orchestras,
chosen for their “experience, talent, leadership potential, and
commitment to a career in service to American orchestras.

BRING TWO GUESTS
ar-

Bring two guests to a concert of your choice,
compliments of us! Just call the office to make
rangements prior to the performance.

INVITATION TO ATTEND

• Subscriber-only post-concert
reception with Mélisse Brunet
• An open rehearsal

LOWER LEVEL

Sneak preview of the upcoming season and
opportunities to purchase tickets before the
general public.

STAGE

KEY
MEZZANINE
ORCHESTRA A
AND CENTER BALCONY
ORCHESTRA B
AND SIDE BALCONY
ORCHESTRA C
AND REAR BALCONY

Mélisse is as passionate about performing at the highest
level, as well as to teaching and sharing her art with the younger
generations. She is the first woman to have won the position of Director of
Orchestral Activities at the “Big Ten” University of Iowa-School of Music, and will
be starting in the Fall of 2021, conducting the orchestras in symphonic concerts,
operas, and musical theater, as well as teaching orchestral conducting to Master and
Doctorate students.
Besides the stages and University, Mélisse enjoys learning languages, exercising, reading
books, and spending time with her friends and family.
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