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Warm Greetings

WE MAY HAVE GONE DARK,
BUT OUR FUTURE LOOKS BRIGHT!
In August of 2017, the NEPA Philharmonic Board of Directors voted to suspend major
operations for the remainder of the 2017-18 Season to revamp the Philharmonic for
today’s market and audience, and to ensure decades more of excellent live music. While
it was a difficult decision to suspend operations, it was necessary to take a proactive and
positive direction for our future.
Since we made the announcement in August of 2017, the Board has worked tirelessly to
address our finances and create a five-year strategic plan. The 2018-19 Season we present
to you today represents year one of the strategic plan. While it may be smaller than past
seasons, it still offers exciting repertoire and the musical excellence you have all come to
expect from the Philharmonic.

MASTERWORKS: ORCHESTRAL BLOCKBUSTERS
Mozart’s delightful Overture to The Marriage of Figaro opens this program of
Orchestral Blockbusters. Next on the program is Rachmaninoff’s transcendent
Concerto No. 2, which remains one of the most beloved classical piano
concertos. Featuring American pianist Spencer Myer, lauded for “superb
playing” and “poised, alert musicianship” by the Boston Globe, and labeled
“definitely a man to watch” by London’s The Independent. Myer is one of the
most respected and sought-after artists on today’s concert stage.

Our soloists for this season are no strangers to Northeastern Pennsylvania. Pianist
Spencer Myer and violinist Yevgeny Kutik both appeared in our chamber music series
during the 2017-18 Chamber Music Series. Through our Education and Outreach program,
they had the opportunity to meet many of our loyal patrons, talented high school
musicians and music teachers from our community. Feedback about Spencer and
Yevgeny has been so enthusiastic that we decided to bring them back again this
season. Spencer will perform Rachmaninoff’s stunning 2nd Piano Concerto and
Yevgeny will perform Vivaldi’s popular Four Seasons.
We’re thrilled these two remarkable musicians
will be joining us!
If you were at our sold-out PNC POPS
concert (April 2017) featuring the
music of Elton John and Billy Joel,
you know that Joe Boucher’s
group did an outstanding job
paying tribute to the Piano Men.
We’re pleased to report they will
be returning to NEPA with an
exciting tribute to the Beatles.
We anticipate a packed house, so
be sure to get your tickets early!
Rounding off this season will
be PNC Holiday concerts in
Wilkes-Barre and Scranton as well
as a Chamber Music Series featuring
musicians from our orchestra.

Brahms’ cheerful and bucolic Symphony No. 2 is a fitting conclusion to the
opening concert of our 2018-2019 Season!
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2018 | 8:00PM

Kirby Center for the Creative Arts, Wyoming Seminary, Kingston
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Mozart: Overture to The Marriage of Figaro
Rachmaninoff: Piano Concerto No. 2, Spencer Myer, piano
Brahms: Symphony No. 2

PNC HOLIDAY POPS PERFORMANCES
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Ring in the Holidays by enjoying the festive sounds of the PNC Holiday
Concert featuring vocalist Erin Malloy, the Ballet Theater of Scranton, and a
special visit from you-know-who! This is a fun, family friendly concert that
will get you into the spirit of the most wonderful time of the year.
SATURDAY DECEMBER 15, 2018 | 7:00PM

Peoples Security Bank Theater at Lackawanna College, Scranton
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018 | 3:00PM
F.M. Kirby Center, Wilkes-Barre

If the Philharmonic is to thrive in Northeastern
Pennsylvania, its stewardship must be everyone’s
responsibility. Attending concerts, volunteering and donating are ways
in which everyone can serve as a steward of the orchestra. Let’s join
forces to make this a banner year!
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PNC CHAMBER SERIES

PNC POPS: IMAGINE

REFRESHMENTS: 6:30 PM | PERFORMANCES: 7:00 PM

Music of the Beatles! It’s been 54 years since the Beatles first appeared on the Ed
Sullivan Show in 1964. Their “British Invasion” earned a place in the hearts of countless
fans here in America. Come help us celebrate the music of the Fab Four’s greatest hits!

CHAMBER I – THE VIENNESE SCHOOLS
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2018
WVIA Sordoni Theater, Pittston

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2019 | 8:00PM
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CHAMBER II – AN EVENING WITH MICAH HOLT
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Opening this concert is Beethoven’s much-loved masterpiece
the Pastorale Symphony No. 6. An eloquent ode to nature,
this work is 40 minutes of his unremitting love of the
great outdoors.
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Join violinist Gabriel Schaff as he explores music of the First and Second
Viennese Schools, including works by Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert,
Bruckner, Webern, Berg and a hint of Strauss and Kreisler. Collaborating with
him is pianist Steven Masi, whose Beethoven sonata cycles have met with
critical acclaim. Learn how the first Viennese school set the standard
for nearly all subsequent music we hear in the concert hall.
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MASTERWORKS: INSPIRED BY NATURE
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F.M. Kirby Center, Wilkes-Barre

THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 2019

Vivaldi’s sparkling Four Seasons concludes our 2018-2019
Season. Light, bright, and cheerful, it is among the most
popular pieces in the classical music repertoire. Featuring
virtuoso Yevgeny Kutik, violin.

Beethoven: Symphony No. 6 “Pastorale”
Vivaldi: Four Seasons, Yevgeny Kutik, violin

CHAMBER III – SHOWCASING THE CELLO
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Peoples Security Bank Theater at Lackawanna College, Scranton

Get to know our incredible Principal Trumpet player as he masterfully
performs masterworks in the trumpet repertoire.
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FRIDAY, APRIL 5, 2019 | 8:00PM

First Presbyterian Church, School Street, Clarks Summit

THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 2019
WVIA Sordoni Theater, Pittston

Enjoy cello duets composed by Kummer, Popper-Crosmer, and the one
and only Michael Jackson! Featuring Philharmonic cellist Jeremy Lamb.
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CHAMBER IV – EXPONENTIAL ENSEMBLE:
A WORLD WIND!
THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2019

St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
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The Exponential Ensemble is a chamber music ensemble made of top-notch
performers and experienced teaching artists including NEPA Philharmonic’s
principal clarinetist, Pascal Archer, Kemp Jernigan, Oboe, and Anna Urrey,
Flute. They will present classic masterworks alongside contemporary music
from around the world.
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T h e a t e r C ha r t

FIND YOUR SEATS FOR THE SEASON

UPPER LEVEL

While we have multiple performance venues, the seating levels for the Masterworks
Series, PNC Pops Series and Holiday performances are comparable. Please use this
theater map to determine your approximate seat location and price levels.

LOWER LEVEL

MélisseBrunet
2018-2019 MUSIC DIRECTOR

GUARANTEED SEATING
Enjoy your choice of premium seating for
all performances at discounted pricing.
TICKET DISCOUNTS
Take advantage of reduced Early Bird
subscription prices. Subscribers will also
receive a 10% discount on the purchase
of additional tickets.
SNEAK PEEKS
Sneak preview of the upcoming season
and opportunities to purchase tickets
before the general public.
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FLEX TICKETING
Exchange your tickets prior to the
performance for an alternate hall or
another performance.
BRING TWO GUESTS
Bring two guests to a concert of your choice,
compliments of us! Just call the office to make
arrangements prior to the performance.
INVITATION TO ATTEND
- Subscriber only post-concert reception
with Mélisse Brunet
- An open rehearsal

©

PICK YOUR CONCERT PACKAGE & SAVE
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SUBSCRIBING HAS GREAT BENEFITS!

Similarly Mélisse was one of the six women conductors selected over 161 applicants
representing 33 countries for the Linda and Mitch Hart Institute
for Women Conductors at The Dallas Opera, that took
place in November 2017 in Dallas, Texas. She also
regularly guest conducts the French
professional Opéra Orchestre
National Montpellier.
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ORCHESTRA B / SIDE BALCONY
ORCHESTRA C / REAR BALCONY
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MEZZANINE
ORCHESTRA A / CENTER BALCONY
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Mélisse Brunet is the new Interim Music Director of the Northeastern Pennsylvania
Philharmonic starting for the season 2018-2019. She is one of the six conductors
selected from nearly 150 applicants for the 2018 Bruno Walter National Conductor
Preview, chosen on their “experience, talent, leadership potential, and commitment
to a career in service to American orchestras” by the League of American Orchestras.
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